Advent and Christmas Liturgy:
In 2012 the Methodist Church is concentrating on deepening
our discipleship, therefore for aih week through Advent and

Christmas we are encourag ake up one discipleship
challenge.
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The liturgy continues through to ﬁa? irst Sunday after
Christmas — New Year’s Day

Advent hymn: (from Singing the Faith) Tune Angel Voices. CCLi License number:
Advent Candles ©Mark Earey (b1965) Verse 6 © Linda Day 2011

15 Sunday in Advent: The Promise

Reader: We have the promise that one day we shall see your
kingdom come, one day all will worship you.

We light the 1°" advent candle
Reader: We long for your kingdom
All: Come Lord Jesus, Come
Reader: We long for your
presence with us

All: Come Lord Jesus, come.
Reader: We worship you

ALL: Come Lord Jesus,Come.

We sing:
Advent candles tell their story

As we watch and pray
Longing for the day of Glory
‘Come, Lord, soon’ we say.
Pain and sorrow, tears and

sadness
Changed for gladness
On that day




2" Sunday in Advent: The Challenge

Reader: Through the prophets you have challenged your people
to act with justice and mercy .

We light the 2" advent candle

Reader: In a world in need of justice

All: You challenge us to act
Reader: In a world in need of peace
All: You challenge us to act
Reader: In a world in need of
freedom

All: You challenge us to act
Reader: Come Lord Jesus come
ALL: and challenge us to act

We sing:

Prophet voices loudly crying

Making pathways clear.
Glimpsing glory, self-denying,

Calling all to hear.
Through their message —
challenged, shaken-
Hearts awaken;
God is near!




3" Sunday in advent: The Hope

Reader: John the Baptist spoke words of hope to a people
longing for God to send someone to save them.

We light the 3" advent candle
Reader: To those who grieve
All: Bring your hope

Reader: To those who struggle
All: Bring your hope

Reader: To those in need of
compassion

All: Bring your hope

Reader: To all in need of hope
All: Come Lord Jesus Come.

We sing:

John the Baptist, by his preaching
And by water poured,
Brought to those who heard his
teaching
News of hope restored:

‘Keep your vision strong and steady,
And be ready
For the Lord.




4™ Sunday in Advent: The Gift

Reader: Mary responded to your gift of salvation with the gift of
her obedience and devotion.

We light the 4™ advent candle

Reader: We thank you for your gift of new life

All: Come Lord Jesus, Come.

Reader: We thank you for the gift of hope

All: Come Lord Jesus, Come.

Reader: Come Lord Jesus, Come

All: Accept our gift of worship today

We sing:
Mary’s gift, beyond all telling,
Was to give Christ room.
She gave God a human dwelling
In a mother’s womb.

Who could guess the final story?

Cross and glory;

Empty tomb.




Christmas Day — The Light

Reader: Jesus, Light of the world
ALL: We worship you

Reader: Jesus, born as one of us
ALL: We worship you

Reader: Jesus, God with us

ALL: We worship you

We light the Christ candle
Reader: Jesus Light of the world
All: Come, be with us today

We sing:
Advent candles tell their story
On this Christmas Day
Those who waited for God’s Glory
They prepared the way.
Christ is with us: loving, giving,
In us living,
Here today.




New Years Day: The Journey

Reader: As the wise men journeyed to worship the new born
King, so we come to worship offering our gifts, offering our
lives.

We light the Christ candle

Reader: At the start of this New Year we recognise your call on
our lives

All: We commit ourselves to a life of discipleship

Reader: As we journey through this year

ALL: Come, be with us

We sing:

We commit ourselves to learning
On this New Year’s Day
What it means to follow, yearning
‘Be with us’ we pray.

As your people we are joyful.
Ever hopeful
Let us stay.




